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Intravenous Narcosis with Ether and Chloroform. — The New 
York Medical Journal, in a synopsis of a paper in a German contem- 
porary, says: Burkhardt states that this method is indicated only in 
cases in which general narcosis would otherwise be used and in which 
asepsis can be maintained. In such cases the method is of special advan- 
tage, (1) in patients whose organs of respiration and circulation are not 
intact, and in feeble individuals, because the primary irritation of the 
respiratory organs and the reflex disturbances of the respiration and of 
the heart are done away with, the blood-pressure is not altered, and 
overdosage is hardly possible; (2) in operations on the head and neck 
for the convenience of the operator; (3) in patients who have a marked 
idiosyncrasy, or a great aversion to the inhalation of the anaesthetic. 

Disinfection of Eooms. — The New York Medical Journal, quoting 
from a German contemporary, says: Hannes recommends the use of 
formaldehyde produced from a mixture of paradorm powder, potassium 
permanganate, and water in the proportion 1:2:3 as equally as efficient 
and cheaper than the gas produced by means of an apparatus. 

Tuberculin Treatment of Dispensary Patients. — In the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, Hawes gives reports of dispensary patients 
treated with tuberculin at the Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston 
Consumptives' Hospital, and the Good Samaritan Day Camp: Out of 
143 patients with various forms of tuberculosis treated with tuberculin 
during the past four years, nineteen have died, sixteen have shown no 
improvement, while 108 have been benefited to a greater or less degree. 
In no instance have the physicians been able to see that tuberculin has 
done the slightest harm; reactions have been rare and invariably of a 
very mild type. In incipient pulmonary tuberculosis, especially in 
children, tuberculin is a factor in increasing body resistance and in 
maintaining this resistance so as to prevent relapses. In more advanced 
pulmonary disease tuberculin will often alleviate distressing symptoms, 
prolong life, and occasionally help to arrest the process. In localized 
or "surgical" tuberculosis, tuberculin has a marked beneficial effect. 
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Its administration should always be combined with hygienic outdoor 
treatment, and in the vast majority of instances should be subservient to 
this. Dispensary patients can be treated with tuberculin not only with 
perfect safety, but with benefit, providing that there is a close personal 
co-operation between patient and physician. 

Some Uses of Opium. — The Medical Record, in an abstract of a 
paper in the British Medical Journal, says : Eustace Smith discusses the 
therapy of opium from the older standpoint, before so many sedative 
remedies were at the disposal of the physician, and he thinks that we 
have gone astray in forgetting much old knowledge. For relief of pain 
it is still to be used, for small doses are stimulating as well as sedative. 
This stimulating action is well seen in cases of indolent ulcers of the 
skin and mucosa, and can be turned to account in obstinate sores in 
cachectic children. The circulation is also stimulated and the resistance 
of the body to depressing influences is notably increased. To old people 
mentally depressed, nervous people in presence of some depressing event, 
children wearing drainage tubes, etc., it is especially grateful. Too large 
doses should, of course, be avoided, and care should always be taken to 
fit the dose to the susceptibility of the patient. In old persons with 
bronchial catarrh and profuse expectoration, it is contraindicated if the 
skin is livid, lips blue, and chest oppressed, but it can be profitably and 
safely used if the breathing be easy, skin clear, and cough quite loose. 
In inflammation of the serous membranes it must be freely given. It 
may be given to infants. For a child of twelve months 1 / 40 gT. morphine 
may be injected, combined with 1 / / 100 gr. atropine in cases of spasm, 
and in half an hour the dose may be repeated if the spasm is not relaxed. 
When the air-passages are alone affected it is better to use grindelia. 
Opium is of great value in all forms of loose bowels, useful in cystitis 
combined with painful spasm at the neck of the bladder. As a hypnotic 
it is free from the depressing effect of many of its modern substitutes, 
etc. In eight days the drug will have passed out of the system, and if 
it is found in the urine (during that period) of habitues who are under 
treatment, it is safe to assume that they are continuing the drug secretly. 

The Journal of the American Medical Association for January 29 
contains two articles of interest to nurses. First, " Subcutaneous Purga- 
tives," by 0. L. Eowntree of Baltimore, in which is described the various 
efforts made in the past to find a drug which could be used subcutaneously 
as a purgative with satisfactory results. The one described has an 
almost unpronounceable name — phenoltetraehlorphthalein. It was tried 
first in animal experimentation, and after it was proved that the injec- 
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tions produced no local irritation and that it had no bad systemic effects, 
it was tried upon a number of patients with encouraging results and a 
promise of future usefulness. It is not soluble in water but is prepared 
in oil, which necessitates the administration of a rather large dose. It 
acts slowly, requiring from eighteen to twenty-four hours to take effect, 
but the action continues over a period of from five to eight days. There 
is no abdominal distress but a daily soft evacuation of the bowels. It 
would seem to be of value for cases of coma, marked gastro-intestinal 
irritability, at the time of abdominal operations, and for the insane. 

Second, " Pasteurization of Milk," by Eowland G. Freeman, M.D., a 
plea for pasteurization at home of the best certified milk obtainable, for 
the reason that it is impossible to tell surely that there are no disease 
germs in even the most carefully handled milk. He states that the 
old theory that rhachitis and scurvy were caused by the use of pasteurized 
milk has not been sustained. 

CURRENT LITERATURE OP INTEREST TO NURSES 

New York Medical Journal, January 1, "The Effect of Venereal 
Disease upon the Public Health," Edward L. Keyes, Jr., M.D. ; January 
8, " The Treatment of Pneumonia with Extract of Leucocytes," Edi- 
torial; January 15, "Typhoid Fever," Editorial; January 22, "St. 
Luke, the Physician," James J. Walsh, M.D. Medical Record, January 
1, "Radium as Specific in Giant Cell Sarcoma," Robert Abbe, M.D. ; 
January 8, "What may be done to Improve the Hygiene of the City 
Dwellers," S. Adolphus Knopf, M.D. ; January 22, "Reduced Typhoid 
Mortality," Simon Baruch, M.D. Journal of the American Medical 
Association, January 15, " The Wassermann Reaction in Prostitutes," 
Editorial; January 22, "Vaccine Therapy," Mark W. Richardson, M.D.. 
" Animal Experimentation and Cancer," James Ewing, M.D., " Jonnesco 
and Stovaine," Editorial ; February 5, " Corn and Pellagra," D. R. Silver. 
M.D. " A New Sputum Test for Distinguishing Bronchial from Pul- 
monary Disease," Editorial. Yale Medical Journal, January, " Alcohol 
as a Food," M. M. Scarborough, M.D., "Alcohol as a Poison," T. D. 
Crothers, M.D., " The Therapeutic Use of Alcohol," Oliver T. Osborne, 
M.D., " Heredity and Crime, a Study in Eugenics," William IT. Car- 
malt, M.D. Southern California Practitioner, " Etiology of the Venereal 
Plagues and Some Methods of Prevention," W. L. Holt, M.D. Nurses' 
Journal of the Pacific Coast, February, " Pellagra." The Survey, Jan- 
uary 29, " A Bird's-eye View of the Antituberculosis Campaign," Phil 
P. Jacobs; February 5, the whole number is devoted to the work of the 
juvenile courts and should be read in full. 



